FIRST   DECLARATION   OF   WAR
to keep the peace even in the event that agreement with Austria is not reached?"
"I am unable to give you an affirmative answer to that question"
"In that case, you cannot blame us for an unwillingness to allow Russia a longer start in mobilisation"
This last point is confirmed by the Serbian Minister,
who wired home from Petersburg at the same hour that:
"Russia appears to be spurning all the negotiations with the
purpose of gaining time for the concentration of her Army.
When she is ready, she will declare war on Austria"
Only the last sentence proved incorrect. For a few hours before that menacing conversation, Sazonov had an extremely friendly talk with the Austro-Hungarian Ambassador:
"We shall not stir so long as conversations with a view to understanding are in progress. Besides, you mobilised jirst." The Hungarian protests vehemently. Sazonov ends the schoolboys' argument with this memorable piece of irony: "Enough of this chronology!" Thereupon they discuss the Ultimatum, as they had done five days previously. At the close of the conversation Sazonov declares himself much relieved.
On July 3 ist, even before the Ultimatum had been presented in Petersburg, the Kaiser made his first war speech from the balcony of the Palace in Berlin, a speech in which he dealt with the Sword, God, and the Enemy.
Meanwhile, the technical question of how to word the declaration of war was causing some difficulty. Two declarations were written out, for all eventualities (one in advance for France); but it was like Faust with his translation of the Bible. The first proposal was to write: "Accepter la guerre octroyee" That,- however, would not do, for on consulting the dictionary, it was found that this might mean that the war was "approved." Then some phrases about compulsion were introduced, but
151the same time, however, Berchtold had also taken a step in Petersburg. Now he permitted his Ambassador to begm "commotions" with Sazondv, i.e. to talk over
